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Students a r e  enrolling in 
Kentucky colleges and universities 
in record numbers with nearly 
240,000 ' people taking classes. 
this fall, according to statewide ' ?tatistics released Thursday. 

Tom Layzell, president. of , , 

the Council on ,Postsecondary 
Education, said the enrollments in 
public and private colleges across' 
tK~u~Fyy;.~~,~the,largest in history,' ,' 

. . I  rri ir  
up 1.7 g,@,qt,ox$j the past,year. . , . 1; : < 3 : , , ,  

Since tlie fall of ' 19p8, 
enrollment at the state'#"p'iblic 
college<and universities has. 

' increased by 31 percent. Westem 1 

~entucky: Uqiversity led 'the way. . 
anio* regionai universities with 

.: a 26.7 Dercent increase over that : 

. ,  , 

state unh rersity had 
L .  

period. 

jobs." . . 

Kentucky ( I  I ' 

"a' 5 'percent enroumenr lncrease 
this year,- followed. by Northern 
~entucky,' 4.8 percent; Universi 
of Kentucky, 3.4percent, Universi 

, of Louisville 0.8 percent;, Weste 
Kentucky Univeisity, 0.8.perc 
and Murray State University 0.2 
percent. , . 

The: state's, community .and. 
technical colleges had a 2.8 percent 

' increase in.enrollment. , . ' . 
Eastern Kentucky' Univer 

had a 2.3 percent . decline 
,undergraduate enrollment, an 
'Morehead State University ha 
a 2 percent decline. Easternpals 
had a decline of 5.6 percent in 
graduate enrollment compared to . . 

. t he  fall of2005. Western Kentucky.' 
University had a 3.3 percent decline:.' 
in graduate enrollment. ~ , .. 

. ' .The state's public community 
and technical colleges have' 

lrecorded a 69 percent increase in 
enrollment since 1998. 

Layzell said growth in the ;, 

-. n&ber of high school giaduiks 
help keep the state's cblleg 
enrollment figures. high. 

"FO~ the next few y 
have pmbably the largc 
of 'high school gradua,. ,, , 

.- history," he said. "That trend will 
h -continue f& the 
I -~ . 

before it"b~&ns to, 
At the Univem 

4,192 freshmen enrolled for the fall 
semester, breaking the old record 

; for fiist-year students of 3961 set 
in2004 ' . 

Total enrollment i s  about' , : 

27,000, up about 300 from last, : 
year,: and President Lee   odd sdd '.> , ' 

the increase is at least partly due to - ' . 

,the University of Kentucky's .push 
to be a Top 20 research institution; 

' somethin 


